Gastro-omental free flaps in oral and oropharyngeal reconstruction:surgical anatomy, complications, outcomes.
Free gastro-omental flaps can be used to reconstruct defects in the oral cavity after ablative cancer surgery. The omentum can provide as much bulk as required. The generous gastro-omental pedicle allows mobility. The gastric mucosal lining has the advantage that it produces mucus, does not carry hair follicles and is not prone to troublesome desquamation. This paper reviews the surgical anatomy of free gastro-omental flaps and presents a series of eight cases in which these flaps were used for oral and oropharyngeal reconstruction.